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Toolkit Overview
Purpose: Provide coordinated messaging, outreach strategies, and customizable resources to raise
awareness and promote safe firearm practices in Pennsylvania communities.
Target Audience: Parents, caregivers, educators, youth, faith communities, and the general public.

Key Messages
1.Firearm injuries are preventable.
2.Safe storage saves lives.
3.Talking about firearm safety is a sign of  care, not conflict.
4.You don’t need to own a gun to be part of  the solution.
5.Help is available: Mental health support and free gun locks exist in every community.

Messaging Framework
Tone: Empathetic, nonjudgmental, family-centered
Voice: Trusted, clear, community-minded
Core Topics:

Safe storage at home
Child and teen safety
Firearms and suicide prevention
How to talk about guns without stigma
Resources and support services

All materials in this toolkit are developed by the American Trauma Society, Pennsylvania Division (ATSPA)
and may be adapted with credit for local use.



Outreach Tools
🧾 Educational Handouts
The ATSPA offers free educational materials to our members and the public. Materials can be ordered on
the ATSPA website, www.atspa.org, under “Resources”.

Firearm Safety - Lock It. Store It. Firearm Safety - Learn to ASK

Suicide Prevention

http://www.atspa.org/


Outreach Tools
🎤 Public Service Announcements (PSAs)

Sample radio script (30-60 seconds)
30 Seconds  
Every year, thousands of  children and teens are injured or killed by firearms—often from guns that are
left unlocked at home.

Safe storage is simple and it saves lives. Keep guns locked, unloaded, and stored separately from
ammunition.

A safe home is a strong home. Learn more at [insert your website].

This message is brought to you by the [your organization]

60 Seconds
Did you know that firearms are now the leading cause of  death for children and teens in the U.S.? Many
of  these tragedies happen in homes where guns are stored loaded and unsecured.

You can help prevent these injuries.

Always keep firearms locked, unloaded, and stored away from ammunition. Talk to your children about
gun safety. And don’t hesitate to ask if  there’s a secured firearm in any home your child visits.

Whether you own a gun or not, we all have a role to play in keeping families safe.

Visit [your website] to find safety tips, mental health resources, and community tools to prevent firearm
injuries.

This message is brought to you by [insert your organization]—because safety starts at home.

Outreach Tools
🧠 Educational Presentations (Slide Decks)
The ATSPA offers free educational presentations to our members and the public. Each presentation is
packaged to be delivered by anyone and is offered 100% FREE OF CHARGE. 
 

Presentations can be requested on the ATSPA website, www.atspa.org, under “Resources”. They will be
delivered by Dropbox. 

http://www.atspa.org/


Outreach Tools
📬 Social Media Toolkit

Sample posts for Facebook 
Post 1:
🔒 Lock It Up, Save a Life!
 Firearms are now the leading cause of  death among
children and teens in the U.S. Safe storage saves lives —
especially in homes with kids or teens. Keep guns locked,
unloaded, and stored separately from ammunition.
 📲 Learn more at www.atspa.org
 #KeepPAFamiliesSafe #FirearmSafety #SafeStoragePA

Post 2:
 🧠 Firearms & Mental Health: A Life-Saving
Conversation
 Talking about mental health and firearm access can
prevent suicides. If  you or someone you love is struggling,
secure firearms in your home and reach out for help.
 📞 Call or text 988 for the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline.
 #EndTheSilence #FirearmInjuryPrevention
#SafeHomesPA

Post 3:
 � Gun Safety Starts at Home
 Even if  you don’t own a firearm, your child might visit a
home that does. Ask about gun storage when your child
visits friends or family — it’s as normal as asking about
allergies or seat belts.
 #NormalizeTheAsk #ChildSafety #LockItUpPA

Sample posts for X 
Post 1:
 🔐 1 in 3 homes with kids has a gun. Safe storage = safe
kids. Lock it up. Keep it separate. Save a life.
 #FirearmSafety #KeepPAFamiliesSafe #LockItUpPA

Post 2:
 💬 Suicide is often impulsive. Access to a gun makes it
deadly. Store firearms safely & talk openly about mental
health.
 📲 Call 988 for help.
 #FirearmInjuryPrevention #MentalHealthMatters
#SafeHomes

Post 3:
 🏠 Hosting a playdate? Visiting relatives?
 Always ask: “Are any firearms in the home secured?”
 A simple question can save lives.
 #ChildSafety #GunSafety #NormalizeTheAsk

http://www.atspa.org/


Outreach Tools
📺 Press & Promotion Materials - Sample press release for local media

Addressing Gun Violence as a Public Health Crisis in Pennsylvania

Mechanicsburg, Pa. – Over 1,600 Pennsylvanians die from gun violence every year, according to
CeaseFirePA. While gun control remains a divisive issue, public health professionals believe that a broader,
evidence-based approach can lead to real progress in reducing firearm-related injuries and deaths.
 

The American Trauma Society, Pennsylvania Division (ATSPA), has released a comprehensive Firearm
Injury & Violence Prevention Toolkit for Healthcare Professionals to equip clinicians with tools and guidance
to help address this epidemic.
 

Medical organizations have led firearm injury prevention efforts for more than 30 years. Yet, unlike other
public health successes, firearm-related deaths are on the rise. In 2022, Pennsylvania had the 15th highest
firearm homicide rate in the country. Between 2013 and 2022, the state’s overall firearm death rate rose by
31%. In 2020 alone, firearms were involved in 79% of  homicides and 53% of  suicides.
 

“[Insert quote from your organization’s leadership here—e.g., ‘Gun violence is not just a criminal justice issue
—it’s a public health crisis. Our goal is to give healthcare providers the tools they need to save lives before
injuries happen.’ – [Name, Title]]”
 

The ATSPA Toolkit reflects updated recommendations to address today’s challenges. It promotes a public
health model rooted in prevention, data, and cross-sector collaboration—similar to successful efforts in
trauma, EMS, and disaster response.
 

Key Recommendations Include:
Promote collaboration among medical, government, law enforcement, and community partners
Educate the public on gun safety, including safe storage practices
Expand funding for mental health and behavioral health services
Invest in violence prevention education and non-violent conflict resolution
Support federal and nonprofit research into firearm injury prevention
Promote the “Stop the Bleed” national training program for emergency response

 

“Firearm violence is an epidemic—and grief  alone is not enough,” said [Leader’s Name]. “By taking a
proactive, united approach, we can protect our patients, our families, and our communities.”
 

The full toolkit is now available for download at www.atspa.org. Healthcare professionals, educators, and
community leaders are encouraged to use and adapt the materials to support local prevention efforts.

http://www.atspa.org/

