National Patient Safety Awareness Week: March 9-15, 2025

Every year, National Patient Safety Awareness Week serves as a crucial reminder of the
importance of safe and effective healthcare. From March 9-15, 2025, healthcare
organizations, providers, and advocates across the country will come together to
promote awareness and action to enhance patient safety.

Patient safety is a fundamental component of quality healthcare. Medical errors,
miscommunication, and system inefficiencies can lead to serious harm, increased
healthcare costs, and diminished trust in the healthcare system. The World Health
Organization estimates that millions of patients are affected by preventable harm each
year, making patient safety a top priority for healthcare facilities, policymakers, and
patients alike.

The theme for National Patient Safety Awareness Week 2025 focuses on strengthening
safety culture in healthcare settings. A strong safety culture ensures that all healthcare
professionals—from doctors and nurses to administrative staff—are committed to
identifying risks, reporting errors, and implementing solutions to prevent harm.

Key aspects of a strong safety culture include:

« Encouraging open communication about errors and near misses without fear
of punishment.

« Engaging patients and families in their own care to ensure they understand
their treatment plans and potential risks.

« Implementing best practices in infection control, medication management, and
fall prevention.

o Utilizing technology to reduce human error, such as electronic health records
and barcode medication administration.

Patients play a crucial role in ensuring their own safety. Here are some ways
individuals can be proactive:

o Ask questions about medications, treatments, and discharge instructions.
o Keep a list of all medications and allergies to share with healthcare providers.

o Speak up if something doesn’t seem right or if they don’t understand their care
plan.

o Ensure proper hand hygiene by both healthcare providers and patients.

National Patient Safety Awareness Week is an opportunity for everyone—healthcare
professionals, policymakers, and patients—to work together to create safer healthcare
environments. By promoting awareness, fostering a culture of safety, and implementing
best practices, we can reduce preventable harm and improve outcomes for all.



