Stay Warm and Safe: Home Heating Safety Tips for Winter

As winter sets in, keeping your home warm becomes a priority—but safety should always
come first. Each year, heating equipment is a leading cause of home fires and carbon
monoxide (CO) incidents during the colder months. With a few simple precautions, you can
enjoy a cozy home without putting your family at risk.

Common Winter Heating Hazards
1. Space Heaters

Space heaters are convenient, but they can pose serious risks if not used properly. Many
winter home fires are caused by heaters placed too close to flammable objects, such as
curtains, furniture, or bedding.

Safety Tips:

¢ Keep space heaters at least three feet away from anything flammable.

o Never leave a space heater unattended while it’s on.

e Use heaters with automatic shut-off features if tipped over.

e Plug heaters directly into wall outlets—avoid extension cords or power strips.
2. Fireplaces and Wood Stoves

Aroaring fire is cozy, but improper use of fireplaces or wood stoves can lead to fires or
dangerous smoke inhalation.

Safety Tips:

¢ Have your chimney inspected and cleaned annually.

Use afire screen to prevent sparks from escaping.

Only burn dry, seasoned wood or appropriate fuel.

Never leave a fire unattended and ensure it’s fully extinguished before going to bed
or leaving the house.

3. Central Heating Systems
Furnaces and boilers can also be sources of danger if they’re not maintained regularly.
Safety Tips:

o Schedule annual maintenance with a certified technician.



¢ Keep the area around your furnace clear of clutter and flammable materials.

¢ Install carbon monoxide detectors near sleeping areas and check batteries
regularly.

4. Carbon Monoxide (CO) Risk

COis a colorless, odorless gas that can be deadly. Any fuel-burning appliance—including
furnaces, fireplaces, and gas stoves—can produce CO if not properly vented.

Safety Tips:
¢ Install CO detectors on every floor of your home, especially near bedrooms.
¢ Testdetectors monthly and replace batteries at least once a year.
¢ Never use generators, grills, or camping stoves indoors.

5. Holiday and Decorative Heating

With winter holidays come decorative lights and heat-emitting ornaments, which can be a
hidden hazard.

Safety Tips:
e« Turn off all lights and heated decorations before leaving home or going to bed.
¢ Inspect cords for damage and avoid overloading outlets.
¢ Keep decorations away from heaters and open flames.

General Winter Heating Safety Guidelines

e Stay vigilant: Always supervise heating devices, particularly when children or pets
are present.

¢ Have an emergency plan: Know what to do if a fire or CO alarm goes off.

¢ Use smoke detectors: Ensure they are functional and replace batteries at least
once ayear.

o Educate household members: Everyone should understand basic heating safety
and emergency procedures.

Bottom Line



Winter warmth is essential, but safety should never take a back seat. By maintaining your
heating systems, using devices responsibly, and preparing for emergencies, you can
protect your home and loved ones while enjoying a comfortable winter season.

Remember: safe heating is happy heating!



